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AMENDMENTS 

Please amen d the claims and add new claims as follows: 



Claims 1-73. (canceled) 

Claim 74. (new) A system that integrates a remote auction audience with an 
onsite auction audience within a traditional-style, live auction while leaving an auctioneer 
m control of the auction event, the system comprising: 

a clerk system operable to process auction bids from one or more onsite 
auction bidders and remote auction bidders for an item being auctioned at a live auction 
site; 

a bid system operable to: 

transmit to one or more remote auction bidders information 
pertaining to the item being auctioned, 

receive auction bids from the one or more remote auction bidders 
for the item being auctioned; and 

"P) . ^ transmit to the one or more remote auction bidders information 

V regarding the acceptance and rejection of the onsite and remote auction bids; and 

the clerk system and the bid system being event-driven systems operating 
subject to the occurrence of non-time based events, the non-time based events occurring 
under the direction of the auctioneer, whereby the auctioneer manages the psychology 
and the pace of the auction. 

Claim 75. (new) The system of claim 74, further comprising a data mining 
system for processing and analyzing a history of onsite and remote auction bids for the 
item being auctioned. 

Claim 76. (new) A system that integrates a remote auction audience with an 
onsite auction audience for a traditional-style, live auction, while leaving an auctioneer in 
control of the auction event, the system comprising: 

an audio system that is operable to capture and transmit live audio data 
from a live auction site to one or more remote auction bidders each operating a bidding 
device; 



Page 3 of 17 

PACE 5/19 • RCVD AT 3/9/2004 12:26:53 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/2 * DNIS:7467238 * 0805:7708040900 - DURATION (mm-ss): 064)8 



03/09/2004 12:25. FAX 7708040900 LAVA GROUP P.C. ©006/019 



the bidding device being operable to receive the live audio data from the 
audio system, receive information pertaining to an item being auction at the live auction 
site and to transmit a remote auction bid for the item being auctioned; 

a clerk system operable to process auction bids from one or more onsite 
auction bidders and remote auction bidders for the item being auctioned; 

a bid system operable to: 

transmit to the one or more remote auction bidders information 
pertaining to the item being auctioned; 

receive auction bids from the one or more remote auction bidders 
for the item being auctioned; and 

transmit to the one or more remote auction bidders information 
regarding the acceptance and rejection of the onsite and remote auction bids; and 

the clerk system and the bid system being event-driven systems operating 
subject to the occurrence of non-time based events, the non-time based events occurring 
under the direction of the auctioneer, whereby the auctioneer manages the psychology 
and the pace of the auction. 

Claim 77. (new) A system that integrates a remote auction audience with an 
onsite auction audience for a traditional-style, live auction, while leaving an auctioneer in 
control of the auction event, the system comprising: 

a video system that is operable to transmit live video data from a live 
auction site to one or more remote auction bidders each operating a bidding device; 

the bidding device being operable to receive the live video data from the 
video system, receive information pertaining to an item being auctioned at the live 
auction site and to transmit a remote auction bid for the item being auctioned; 

a clerk system operable to process auction bids from one or more onsite 
auction bidders and remote auction bidders for the item being auctioned; 
a bid system operable to: 

transmit to the one or more remote auction bidders information 
regarding the item being auctioned; . 

receive auction bids from the one or more remote auction bidders 
for the item being auctioned; and 
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transmit to the one or more remote auction bidders information 
regarding the acceptance and rejection of the onsite and remote auction bids; and 

the clerk system and the bid system being event-driven systems operating 
subject to the occurrence of non-time based events, the non-time based events occurring 
under the direction of the auctioneer, whereby the auctioneer manages the psychology 
and the pace of the auction. 

Claim 78. (new) A method for integrating a remote auction audience with an 
onsite auction audience at a traditional-style, live auction while leaving an auctioneer in 
control of the auction event, the method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting to one or more remote auction bidders information about an 
item being auctioned at the live auction site; 

receiving one or more auction bids from the one or more remote auction 
bidders for the item being auctioned; 

processing auction bids from one or more onsite auction bidders and 
remote auction bidders for the item being auctioned; 

accepting an auction bid, the auction bid being accepted under the 
discretionary control of the auctioneer and the accepted auction bid is selected from a 
plurality of onsite auction bids and remote auction bids; and 

transmitting information regarding the acceptance and rejection of the 
onsite and remote auction bids to at least one remote auction bidder, whereby the 
auctioneer manages the acceptance and rejection of bids, the pace of the auction and the 
psychology of the auction. 

Claim 79. (new) The method of claim 78, further comprising the steps of 
processing and analyzing a live auction's on-site and remote auction bid history for the 
item auctioned and granting access to the auction bid history. 

Claim 80. (new) A method for integrating a remote auction audience with an 
onsite auction audience at a traditional-style, live auction while leaving an auctioneer in 
control of the auction event, comprising the steps of: 

capturing live audio data at a live auction; 

streaming the captured live audio data to one or more remote auction 
bidders, each remote auction bidder operating a bidding device, enabling remote auction 

Page 5 of 17 



PAGE 7/19 - RCVD AT 3/9/2004 12:26:53 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/2 ■ DNIS:7487238 * CS1D:7708040900 " DURATION (mm-ss): 06-06 



03/09/2004 12:26 FAX 7708040900 



LAVA GROUP P.C. 



121008/019 



bidders to hear the auctioneer's auction chant and enabling the auctioneer to communicate 
with both the onsite and remote auction bidders, the live audio being received along with 
the reception of information regarding an item being auctioned at the live auction site and 
information regarding the acceptance and rejection of onsite and remote auction bids over 
an IP network, the bidding device being operable to receive and transmit auction bids for 
the item being auctioned; 

transmitting to the one or more remote auction bidders information 
regarding the item being auctioned; 

receiving auction bids from the one or more remote auction bidders for the 
item being auctioned; 

processing auction bids from the one or more onsite auction bidders and 
remote auction bidders for the item being auctioned; 

accepting an auction bid, the auction bid being accepted under the 
discretionary control of the auctioneer and the accepted auction bid is selected from a 
plurality of onsite auction bids and remote auction bids; and 

transmitting information regarding the acceptance and rejection of the 
onsite and remote auction bids to at least one remote bidding device, whereby the 
auctioneer manages the acceptance and rejection of bids, the pace of the auction and the 
psychology of the auction. 

Claim 8 1 . (new) A method for integrating a remote auction audience with an 
onsite auction audience at a traditional-style, live auction while leaving an auctioneer in 
control of the auction event, the method comprising the steps of: 
capturing live video data from a live auction; 

streaming the captured live video data to one or more remote auction 
bidders, each remote auction bidder operating a bidding device, enabling remote auction 
bidders to view real-time video from the live auction site and enabling the auctioneer to 
communicate with both the onsite and remote auction bidders, the live video being 
received along with the reception of information regarding an item being auctioned at the 
live auction site and information regarding the acceptance and rejection of onsite and 
remote auction bids over an IP network, the bidding device being operable to receive and 
transmit auction bids for the item being auctioned; 
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transmitting to the one or more remote auction bidders information 
regarding the item being auctioned; 

receiving auction bids from the one or more remote auction bidders for the 
item being auctioned; 

processing auction bids from the one or more onsite auction bidders and 
from remote auction bidders for the item being auctioned; 

accepting an auction bid, the auction bid being accepted under the 
discretionary control of the auctioneer and the accepted auction bid is selected from a 
plurality of onsite auction bids and remote auction bids; and 

transmitting information regarding the acceptance and. rejection of the 
onsite and remote auction bids to at least one remote bidding device, whereby the 
auctioneer manages the acceptance and rejection of bids, the pace of the auction and the 
psychology of the auction. 

Claim 82. (new) A method for integrating a remote auction audience with an 
onsite auction audience at a traditional-style, live auction while leaving an auctioneer in 
control of the auction event, comprising the steps of: 

capturing live audio and video data at a live auction; 
streaming the captured live audio and video data to one or more remote 
auction bidders, each remote auction bidder operating a bidding device, enabling remote 
auction bidders to hear the auctioneer's auction chant and view real-time video from the 
live auction site, the live audio and video being received along with the reception of 
information regarding the an item being auctioned at the live auction site and information 
regarding acceptance and rejection of onsite and remote auction bids over an IP network, 
the bidding device being operable to receive and transmit auction bids for the item being 
auctioned; 

transmitting to the one or more remote auction bidders information 
regarding the item being auctioned; 

receiving auction bids from the one ore more remote auction bidders for 
the item being auctioned; 

processing auction bids from one or more onsite auction bidders and 
remote auction bidders for the item being auctioned at the live auction site; 
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accepting an auction bid, the auction bid being accepted under the 
discretionary control of the auctioneer and the accepted auction bid is selected from a 
plurality of onsite auction bids and remote auction bids; and 

transmitting information regarding the acceptance and rejection of the 
onsite and remote auction bids to at least one remote bidding device, whereby the 
auctioneer manages the acceptance and rejection of bids, the pace of the auction and the 
psychology of the auction. 

Claim 83. (new) The method of claim 82 further comprising the step of 
degrading service upon determination of a network packet loss by initially stopping the 
video stream, and upon continued packet loss, stopping the audio stream to ensure 
optimal auction bidding performance. 
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